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officer. These consisted in the evacuation of infected
premllises, the -syste-ilatic destruction of rats, preventive
inoculations, the'appointmen't of five special hlealth officers
during the plague season, and the organization of 40
provincial and 47 district travelling dispensaries working
under assistant surgeons, supervised by.the special staff.
These travelling dispensaries, supported partly by pro-
vincial and partly by local funds, were dispatchled to
localities where disease was mnost prevalent. They were
miiade available for the treatment not onlv of plaaue but of
otlher infections and general diseases. The total number
of patients treated amounted to 966,707, and 1,829 " major "
operations were performed. " Pamphlets on plague,
malaria, cholera, smrall-pox and tuberculosis were dis-
tribuLted"; 44,983 inoculations were performed, and it is
stated that " this measure is reported from all districts to
be popular among the people," especially on the appearance
of plague in their villages. The -treatment of plague by
tincture of iodine is stated to have been practised with
good results. Drop doses of the tincture are administered
every second lhour in lhalf an ounce of chloroform water.
Local applications of the tincture are also miade to the
bubos. S. Rama Iyer,2 C.M.S., civil surgeon of Loi Mwa,
Burma, has, following Connor, injected from 5 to 10 minims
of the tincture intravenously once'a day withl good results.

SOBRIETY BY CARD.
A BRIEF description of tle system of control of tlle liquor
traffic elaborated by Dr. Bratt of Sweden and associated
with hiis name was published in tllese columns a few years
ago. The system had not stood tihe test of experience,
and in Sweden doubts were freely expressed of its
superiority over the Gothenburg and " Samlag" systems.
In February, 1914, Bratt's 'system was introduced in
Stockllolm, and the results for 1914 and 1915 are now
available for comparison with tlle preceding years.
Briefly, under Brait's systemii each person is allowed only
a limited quantity of alcolhol, wlhich is clhecked off on hlis
card. In 1913, under the " Samlag " system, the number
of litres of alcoliolic beverages sold per head was 15.96. In
1915 the &mount was reduced to 8.86 litres. The fall in
tlle sale of spirits was still greater, tlle figuLres for spirits
(50 per cent.) for tlle tlhree years 1913, 1914, 1915 being
12.04, 6.76, and 5.77 litres a hlead. The total sale of spirits
in Stoclkilolm, inieluding the sale by restaurants and wine
miierclhants, was reduced from 24.4 litres a head in 1913 to
17.8 in 1914 and to 16.3 in 1915. An appreciable reduction
in the ilncidence of drtunkenness has also been noted since
1913, whlen tlle cases of drunkenness in Stockholm
nuumbered 17,696. The number fell to 11,878 in 1914
anid to 11,323 in 1915-a reduction of 36 -per cent.
since 1913. In that part of Stockholm wlhere most
of the restaurants are situated the reduction was
only 13 per cent., and as the card system does not
apply. to restaurants and cafes, but only to wine
slhops, thle card system must be credited with the very
great reduction of drutnkenness in the other parts of
the town. In one police district "police offences" 'were
reduced by 54 per cenit. between 1913 and 1915. The
number of cases of delirium tremnens known to the authori-
ties fell from 623 in 1913 to 459 in 1914, and to 362 in 1915,
a fall of 42 per cent. in two years. A report by the medical
officers of hcalth on the incidence of chronic alcoholism
tells the same tale. In 1913 there were 492 cases, in 1914
318 ca-ses, and in 1915 only 173 cases, although the total
number of cases of illness notified had risen from 20,516 in
1913 to 22,269 in 1915. Little wonder, therefore, that Stock-
lholm lhas decided to continue this system in spite of the
violent attacks made on it from various quarters. Even
tlle comic papers have taken a share, and Strix has
regaledl its readers with the tale of a wake at which the
joyous cup was' filled by drinks debited to the departed,
whlose card was filled for many months in advance.

8 Inliai& Medical GRazette, October, 1916, p. 371.

AMENDED COCAINE REGULATIONS.
BY an amending Order dated December 5th some amend-
ments have been made in the Defence of the Realm Regu-
lation 40 B relating to cocaine and opium, of which the
following are the most important: (1) Power is given to
the Secretary of State to issue licences for the manu-
facture of cocaine in this country. Any person manufac-
turing or carrying on any process in the manufacture of
cocaine without a licence or otherwise in accordance
with the conditions of tlle licence will be liable to
a penalty. (2) A medical practitioner who gives a
prescription for the supply of cocaine otherwise than
in accordance witlh the conditions laid down in the
regulation is made liable to a penalty. (3) Every
article containing cocaine must be marked with the
amount and percentage of cocaine contained in it.
(4) Power is given to the Secretary of State to direct tllat
any person authorized under the regulation to purchase
cocaine or opium who is convicted of an offence against
the regulation or against the proclamations regulating the
import or export of cocaine or opium shall cease to be an
" authorized person." (5) The authorization in the case of
registered chemists and drtuggists is limited to persons,
firms, or bodies corporate who carry on the retail business
of a chemist and druggist. Paragraph 1 (b) of the original
regulations remains unaltered. It requires the prescrip
tion given by a medical practitioner to "specify the tota'
amount of cocaine to be supplied on the prescription
except that, where the medicine to be supplied on the pre.
scription is a proprietary medicine, it shall be sufficient tc
state the amount of the medicine to be supplied."

tYbiia1Jotel il 1) arliameul.
The Ministry of Pensions Bill.

THIS bill, originally introduced with the title "Board of
Pensions Bill," was read a third timne as amended in the
House of Comnmons on Decenlber 4th. In a general reply
on the discussion in Committee, Mr. Hayes Fisher,
speaLing witlh regard to the treatmuent of disabled soldiers,
s.l that the Army Council had under its control nearly
all the best doctors and best nurses, and generally the best
means of treating the soldier. It was necessary, therefore,
to look to tlle military hospitals for curinig the disabled
man before the Statutory Committee took himi into its care
alnd did something for him in the matter of trainiing and
employment. One of the first tllings for the Pensions
Minister to do would be to see how far the Army Counicil
should adopt the policy of keeping the soldier until he was
reasonably cured and restored to a proper condition. It
might be truLe, he admitted, that at the present time some
disabled men were unwilling to be taught new trades because
they could earn very good wages without undertaking any
new training, but after the war there would be a glut 61
labour, and the untrained disabled soldier would be faced
with difficulties. For this reason the Statutory Committee
had made arrangements to give a substantial weeklv
allowance to any man who consented to undertake training.
His family could be maintained during the time.

Material for the Manufacture of Intoxicating Liquor.
In a written reply to Mr. White, the Parliamentary

Secretary to the Board of Trade has stated (November
29th) that the most recent particulars respecting tlle
quiantities of- materials used in brewing and distilling
related to the- twelve months ending September 30th, 1916,
in which year grain-and sugar were used for the purposes
to the following extent:

Tons.
Barley ... ...

.
... 1.224,200

Other corn and grain .305,176
Rice, rice grits, flaked rice, nmaize grits, flaked

maize, and other similar preparations 67,578
Sugar ..119,999

Molasses ... ... ,, 41,115

1,758,068
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A substantial proportion of the grain was home grown, but
it could be argued that if it were not used for these pur-
poses the necessity for importing grain for other purposes
would pro tanto be reduced, so that the whole weight of
grain and sugar used in brewing and clistilling miglht be
regarded as a drain on the tonnage space available for tlhe
importation of foodstuffs. Upon this assumption it miglht
be estimated tlhat tllis particular use of materials called,
in the period stated, for the employment of tonnage
sufficient to carry about 2,400,000 measurement tons of
40 cubic feet, or approximately 1,000,000 tons net register
of shipping. The restrictions on brewing and distilling at
present in operation were not, however, in force during
thle first part of the period to whiclh tlle figures related,
and it was estimated that tlle slhipping required to carry
the articles used in a year would, in consequence of the
restrictions, be reduced to about 800,000 net register tons.
In reply to Sir Robert Balfour, the Clhancellor of the
Exchequer lhas printed the following table of the quan-
tities of materials used in the manufacture of beer and
in distilleries in the United Kingdom in tlle years ending
September 30tlh, 1913, 1914, 1915, and 1916:

Year
eiided

Sept. 30.

1913 ...

1914 ...

1915 ...

1916 ...

Yearendled
sept.30.

Bcer.

Itice, Rice Grits,
Uii- Flaked Rice, Maize

MIalt. maI lted Grits, ?'laked AMaize,
Corn. and other simlilar

preparations.

Bushels. Buishels. Cwts.
52,287,637 91.068 1,611,357

52,525,634 92,385 1,566,506

44,354,066 80,242 1,2Z6,406

41,605,365 77,776 1 343,930

Sulgar, including
its e(Itiivaleut
of Syrups,

Gltucose, and
.Saccharum.

Cwts.
3,27M,814
3,279,710

2,678,522

2,3S9,936

Distilleries.

Malt.

Quarters.
1913 1,053,608

1914

19,5
1916

1,116,003

968,480

... 1,103,953

Unnialted Rice. Sugar. Molasses.
Grain.

Quarters. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts.

1,198,730 3,780 - 1,204,223

1,213,342 36,660 - 1,315,070

1,212,130 13 261 1,300 975,360

1,414,435 7,640 31 822,301

Mr. McKenna said that no information was available as to
tlhe quantity of barley, except in tlhe form of miialt, used in
the manufacture of beer anad spirits; neitlher could the
quantity of materials used in miaking potable spirits onlv
be given. In written replies on November 30tll the Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Board of Agriculture said that
the production of wlheat in the United Kiingdom ill 1914
and 1915 was 7,804,041 and 9,239,355 quarters. The figures
for Scotland and Ireland in 1916 were not available, but
for England and Wales the quantity was 6,942,559 quarters.
For comparison lhe a(dded the figures of wleat production
in England and Wales in 1914 and 1915, wlhiclh were

7,307,036 quarters and 8,464,741 quarters respectively.
Thle total acreage under baarley in Great Britain in 1916
was 1,502,026, and unider lhops 31,352. It was not possible
to make even a rough estimiate of the acreage of barley
grown for malting because, altlhouglh the total amount of
barley thus used in a given year imjiglht be approximately
stated, it was made up partly of imported grain, and tlhe
proportion of thifs used for brewing could not be stated.

War.
Medical Students.-Mr. S. Samuel drew attention by a

question to tlle case of a patieint at Dunfelniline Hospital,
wlho lhad died whilst under an anaestlhetic adnministem-ed by
an under-nurse, owing to the scarcity of nmedical men, and
asked wlhetlher, in viewv of this slhortage, medical students
would be placed in a certified occupation so long as they
continued their studies. and what steps tlhe Local Govern-
ment Board was taking to protect the public lhealtlh and to
meet the deficiency of doctors in the next few years. Mr.
Long said that the Local Governnment Board had been
in frequient consultation witlh the naval and military
autlhorities with a view to securing tllat the needs of the

civil population slhould be met as far as practicable, lhaviig
regard to the needs of the forces. The present arrange-
ments made by the Army Council were as follows:
Fourth and fifth year students are not being called up for

ordinary' military service. ''First, second, and tlhird year
studeints are being called up if fit for general service. If not
fit for general service, thev are being allowed to continue their
studies. All studenits allowed to continue their studies are, as
a condition, required to joini an Officers' Training Corps and
attend a minimum number of parades. In practice, few first
year studeilts are calle(d up, as they are mostly under 19, an(d
come under a genieral rule postponing until that age the call of
students, medical anid other, belonging to an Officers' Training
Corps. The men c]lled up mostly obtain commis3ions. First,
second, and third year men previously called but not fit for
general service were, under an Army Counicil instruction issue(d
in August, relegated to the Army Reserve to return to their
studies subject to the condition above referred to.

M1edical E.ramidnations.-Mr. Forster informed MIr. Snowden
that for a time certain persons, in the desire to avoid service,
were going before several medical boardis, sometimes after
taking drugs. It therefore became the practice among militarv
representatives to accept the opinion of the first medical boardi
as most reliable. The practice of going before several medical
boards had been stopped, and the question was not likely to
arise in the future. In reply to Mr. MacCallum Scott, he stated
that a man with rupture who was fitted with a truss might be
passed for garrison duty abroad or at home.
Eyesight of Dr-iLers.-Iin reply to a question in the House of

Commons, on November 29th, Mr. Forster said that the state-
ment which had been made, that in 1915, 867 people in Londoni
alone met their deaths as a direct result of the darkness of the
streets, was shown to be very much exaggerated by the fact
that the actual number of fatal accidents which occurred in
1915 during the dark hours was only 358. From this number
should be deducted those which normally occurred during the
dark hours in ordinary times, and a further deduction should
be made on account of the emplovment of less skilled drivers
in the place of those who have gone to the army. The Home
Secretary stated on the following day that public carriage
drivers in the metropolitan area, were required before they
were licensed to produce a medical certificate of fitnless, in
which eyesight was considered. After the age of 50 years a
certificate of fitness was required either every five years or as
often as the licensinig authorities might deem necessary.
Dog Alliinftenance.-In reply to questions by Sir Plhilip Magnus

and Mr. King for the maintenance of dogs other than those
employed in rural districts, and the unhygienic condition of the
pavements of the streets, the Parliamentary Secretarv to the
Board of Agriculture said that no official estimate had beeis
made of the number of dogs in tle country. It was certainily
desirable to reduce their numbers in urban districts, where
many of them served no useful purpose, and the question
could be considered before the new licences were issued next
January.

Allowavaces to Depeidants.-In a written reply to Mr. Barnes,
on November 30th, the Chancellor of the Exchequer said that
witlh certain agreed modificationis lie had accepted the proposals
of the Statutory Committee for dependants of apprentices or
students who may have gone out to the war, for the payments
to the families of disabled men in training for resumption of
work, and for the increased provision of separatiou allowances
in consequence of the iniereased cost of living.

DR. JACOB has analyped (Mitench. med. WT'och., April 25tll
1916) two series of cases of typhoid fever among German
soldiers in the first and second year of the war respec-
tively. Of 100 cases under treatment from November,
1914, to the summer of 1915, the majority were severe or
fairly severe; only about a quarter were relatively benigni.
Relapses occurred in 15 cases, and in almost a fifth of the
total there were complications, many very severe. Most
of these patients had either not been inoculated or inocula-
tion had been performed during the incubation or after tlle
onset of the disease. In the second series, from October
lst, 1915, to the beginning of February, 1916, there were]
200 cases. In only about one-quarter of these was tho
course of the disease severe or fairly severe; the re-
mainder were slight cases. The proportion of relapses in
the second series was lower (6.5 per cent.). Taken as a
whole, the clinical picture of the second series was quite
different from that of the first series; the type was that
of the so-called abortive typhoid fever. Dr. Jacob rejects
the hypothesis that this improvement was due to a decline
in the viruleflce of the infecting strains of typhoid bacilli,
on the ground that while the severity of typhoid fever h1'as
gradually abate(d in the German army in the course of thie
war, a recent outbreak among uninoculated civilians was
as maliglnant as the outbreaks among soldiers early in
the war. In this outbreak among civilians there weerc over
1,000 cases, and tlie mortality wvas over 16 per cent. The
conclusion is that prophylactic inoculation alone iss
responsible for the reductioni of the s3verity, complication..;,
and mortality of typhoid fever.

DEC. 9, I9I6]


